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Editorial
Welcome to th®3d edition of thePatter.

Hopefully, as this editi
flight to Heathrow to attend the 3BOAnniversary
Celebrations of the United Grand Lodge of Engla
However, neither the publication deadline nor inde
British Airways timings can bguaranteed!

The programme for the celebrations looks as if it will b
most memorable and enjoyable event.

On the Sunday night the Scottish and Irish guests wil
attending a dinner in the Stafford Hotel which will &
hosted by the Pro Grand Mastd@ro Peter Geoffrey
Lowndes

On the Monday morning the Grand Master, Brother H
the Duke of Kent will welcome all visiting Grand Maste
with the rest of us looking on. In the evening, we will

attending a Reception in the Mansion House hosted by
Lord Mayor of London.

On Tuesday afternoon, the official Tercenteng
Celebration will take place in the Royal Albert He
followed by Dinner at the Battersea Evolution.

Meanwhile, the ladies will be taken to Grand Lodge wh
the celebrations will be itamed live from the Roya
Albert Hall and they will dine in the evening at th
Connaught Rooms.

During the past two or three years there have been n
similar celebrations throughout Scotland with our o
Lodges celebrating 250, 300 and #@Mniversaies. Two
of those 250 anniversaries have been in our ov
Province.

What other organisations can boast such a history
heritage. Our numbers may not be as large as they
been in the pagbut | have no doubt that Lodges who hal
been in existenctr so long will continue to display the
tenacity to continue to fly the flag of Freemasonry f
many years to come.

Ramsay McGhee , Editor

Grand Lodge of Scotland

n

Just after the last issue of the Patter v
published, the Grand Master Mason chaired

bi-annual meeting of Provincial Grand Masters
Perth. As usual, there was arcellent turrout

and a wide and diverse range of topics w
discussed.

Grand Committee met on "7 September
following which | was privileged to represer
Grand Lodge at the 280 Anniversary
celebrations of the Supreme Grand Royal Af
celebrations tawhich the Grand Master Maso
was involved as Past First Grand Principal.

On 30" October | headed a Deputation to Lod
Carron 139 where we celebrated their 25
Anniversary and on % October | had the
privilege of addressing the Past Masters of Log
Cadder Argyll at their annual Past Mastg
Dinner.

On 29" October | will be in the Grand Maste
Masons party travelling to London for the 30
Anniversary of UGLE.

When we return, | will be attending a Dinner
Lodge St John in Edinburgh and the
acompanying the Grand Master Mason to t
250" Anniversary of Lodge Eskdale on "1
November and Lodge St Marnock on "¢
November.

That takes us to the Grand Lodge Installati
which falls on St.I|Wilh

finish my threeyear term asDepute Grand
Master at the Installation but will b
accompanying the Grand Master to Washing{
at the beginning of December. A very nice w
to finish three tremendous years.

Ed
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Provincial Grand Lodge:

Hi Brethren
The busy season just starting with Installations and regular lodge meetings

The Province of RosndCromarty had a very interesting presentation from PPGM Ramsay Mc
on his visit to mountain view school for deaf children in Malawi, held in Lodge Seaforth on S
Oct with a finger buffet laid on afterwards was a veryorthwhile night- just a pity there was no
more in attendance (only 17in total turned.up)

We also had our Divine service on Sunday 22nd Oct at 3pm. Held in Lodge Ness Inver
Conducted by Rev Ilvan Wiaick, a great turnout of 30 masons and familyesy interesting sermor
from Ivan and well received by all and a cup of tea and a chat afterWaeads to all who attende
both events.

A trip to Grand Lodge meeting is on the cards on Thursddy0@6 to see what is coming up on t
business front

The next Provincial communication meeting is on Friday the 3rd Nov in Lodge Rosehaugh in
at 8 pm. All master masons very welcome please come along and support YOUR Provincia
Lodge

| hope to be at as many Installations aan,and | thank Rgmond my Depute for covering for me
Loch Ewe Installation.

Brethren,enjoy your Masonic season and put what you can intgaiti will reap the rewardsater
Kind regards and fraternal greetings

Robin Cattanach
Provincial Grand Master

To All New Freemasons in the Province

The Substitute Provincial Grand Master, Brother Barrie Whitwell, is keen to converse with all
Brethren who have joined the Craft in the past two years to build up an understanding of whé
prompted you to join the Craftldase contact Barrie amhitwellbarrie@gmail.com

It is hoped that initial contact will lead to an annual event for new Brethren in the Province.
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From the Provincial Almoner

Sadly, once again | must corente my report by recording the passing to the Grand Lodge A
of well-loved brethren.

Shortly after the publication of the last edition of the newsletter Lodge Fingal lost Bro D
Chisholm. Although not a regular attender at the Lodge in recees tiva had been a high
respected brother and regular attender in the past along with his late brother Hugh. Both K
pipers of some renown.

Last week Past Master John Patience, Lodge Rosehaugh lost his long battle with cancer.
go about ad drive until very recently. John was a great supporter of his Lodge and in year
by a regular visitor at Lodges within the Province. He was an excellent ritualist and on
occa ons, gave |l ectures on v ardrabwilde heldgniThursda
2" November at 11.30am within the Church of Scotland, Avoch.

Both brethren will be greatly missed by the members of their respective Lodges and the
masonic circle. Cards have been sent to both families convegicgridolences of the Provinci
Grand Master anBrethren of the Province.

Past Master AnguRoss Lodge Ness is currently in Raigmore Hospital where he had his lowe
leg amputated. He is always in good form and very positive when | visit him.

PastMaster Donnie Sutherland, Lodge Seaforth recently had a fall on the street and sustaing
and head injuries. He is recovering well.

Past Master, Victor Shepherd, Robertsonodge, recently had a spell in Raigmore Hospital
is now out. Sinceif release from hospital he has been resident at Urray House Care Home
of Ord. His wife, Jessie, asked that people did not visit him for a week or two until he got
his new surroundings.

Bro Dougie MacDougall, Lodge Fingal is still residémtRedwoods Care Home, Alness. He
much the same as he has been but is always in good form when | visit but sometimes a bit ¢
Past Master Fraser MacKay, Lodge St. Duthus is still in care in Invergordon and not makin
progress. He may stity be moving to new care facilities in Tain.

Bro David Bennett, Lodge Alan Wilson is not well and receiving treatment for cancer.

Past Master Colin Thomson, Lodge Ness, has recently been having treatment and awaits
Colin was at the recent Piiagial Grand Lodge Divine Service in Invergordon and was in g
form there.

Bro Norman MacKillop, Lodge Fingal does not keep very good health and is not very w

present . He hasnét been all owed to dri
Bro Colin MacPhee, Lodge Fingal whoedonot keep very good health is also not very we
present.

| have visited brethren at home and in hospital where possible and cards have been
appropriate conveying the good wishes of the Provincial Grand Master and brethren
Province.

If any brother requires my assistance or knows of any brother who does please get in tou
me.

David A. MacMaster , PM
Provincial Grand Almoner
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FROM THE LODGES

Lodge St Duthus No 82

Brethren

As this is the quiet period there is not a lot to tell.

| received a email from the Provincial Grand secretary about a family in South Africa who
doing some research on their family tree. After doing some research myself, looking back t
some of the old Petition Books, | managed to find their ancestors. They wsta ¢ Ke n z i ¢
Fearn area. It was good to be able to assist in their enquiries.

The first meeting of this 2017 / 18 session was the Nomination and Election ofl&oers for the
coming year. Allwentvelb,and | 6 m pl eas e drJanmes Moeipgon wilt onde hgai
lead the Lodge as its Master.

It was with regret at that meeting that we acknowledged the passing of Past Master Tom A
Our Treasurer, PM Dan Patience, presented the eulogy highlighting all that Tom had acHiéve
Masonic career. After the eulogy, the Brethren present stood in silent tribute.

There will be no Christmas party thiear,but we will have a party in the New Year. Full deta
will be published in due course.

The ongoing saga over water rates vitisiness Stream is still very much to the fore. We have
a decision from the Ombudsmatno found in favour of Business Stream on two points and fqg
in favour of Lodge St Duthus on a third poiie were disappointed with the decision and intenc
appeal it as they are now claiming a somare thar£5000. We earnestly hope that this matter car
resolved sooner rather than later.

We are encouraged by the fact that Grand Lodge have now written to the Government on the

issue of waterratéslet 6s hope that their |l etter wildl
That és all for now.

lain Sinclair, PM
Secretary
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FORTROSE LODGE No. 108

After the excellent celebrations in Stornoway for the 250th anniversary of the,ltholggs are now
getting back to someofm of normality, butcourtesy of Rod Huckbody I've attached a couple more
pictures that didn't make it into the last edition of the Patter.

Most of the brethren who attended the rededication ceremony in the school should be in this picture

Left to Right RW Provincial
Grand Master, Bro Robi
Cattanach, MW Granc
Master Mason, Bro Charle
lain Wolrige Gordon, Dere|
Mackay RWM and RW
Depuy Grand Master,
Ramsay McGhee lookin
rightfully pleased with
themselves  after the
rededication ceremony:
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During the celebrationseveralraffles were held and over £1600 was raised. The money leais be
donated to a number of | ocal charities. The | oca
Western Isles, Stramash Community Services, Macmillars&é Western Isles, Lewis Retirement

Centre, RNLI, Bethesda Hospice, Western Isles Kidney Patients Association, CRY, Action for
Children. There will also be a donation to the funds for the Macleod and Macintyre families in Barra

who were victims of the Bihchester suicide bombing.

Most of the recipients are pictured here after having received their cheques:

In September we did an exemplification MM Degree with Bro Angus Allison, Lodge St Andrew
Ardersier as the candidate. Bro Allison had recently cetegl his MM degree in his Mother Lodge

and, as he lives in Stornoway, was delighted to act as candidate. We have had lectures on the Master
and the Aprons and in October undertook two EA degrees on Donald J Macaulay and George H
Morrison who are both somd Brethren of 108. RWM Derek Mackay gave a faultless explanation of

the first tracing board during the initiation of Bro Morrison and completed the degree (which will be
his last as RWM) with another faultless rendition of the final charge.

On 3rd Octobr 15 Brethren attended the Provincial Visit in St Clements and witnessed an excellent
EA Degree by RWM Innes Morrison and his team and sampled the renowned Harris Hospitality.

Bro John Robertson, Jeweller and son of our SD, had a successful kidneyharghpdransplant in
August and is recuperating well. We look forward to welcoming back to the lsoage

The AGM of the Lodge will on Friday 3rd November and preparatory night on 17th November. St
Johns' will be on Friday 1st December.
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Robertsonds Lodge No 134

Like most lodges we are now into 2017/18 session and have held our September and October meet
The September meetingaw a Business meeting to plan our year ahead. Prior to the meeting | had ar
from a BiotherGary Duff from Lodge Galashiels,d262, who said he was working in the area and coul
visit our lodge. | said it would be our pleasure and met him onitiie. He was duly tested and joined @
meeting. It may have been a bit boring for him as it was only our lodge business we discussed
however, his first visit to us and he s ho wditod
we even gave him an office which he performed in an excellent manner. At the end of the meeting h
on the fraternal greetings both of his lodge and his Province

If you are reading this Gary, it was a pleasure to meet you and our pleakaxe you and we look forwar
to seeing you again.

One of our owrBrethren who had been working abroad for some years but had kept in touch has now
back to Cromarty and was in attendance. He adH&rPeter Ratcliffe. Peter welcome back andasvwgood
to see you back among us.

At the October meeting we workedd @egree with BotherRatcliffe as a stand in candidate. We had visit
from sister lodges in our Province, but once again | receiveehaailesia Provincial Grand Secretary fro
a Brother Stuart Thomson, from the English constitution waesiginal Lodge was in Australia. Hi
memberships consist of Australid.odge Trinitarian No. 978 (ULG NSW and ACT). English Constituti
Apollo University Lodge No.357 (Oxfordshire), Old Regtoan Lodge No. 3725 a
No. 2650, London. He is living at present in Cromarty and asked if he could visit us. He did and
welcomed him and all the visitors and passed fraternal greetings. Once agherBromson showed gree
interest in our property and contents and hoped to be back among us again. This was his first visit to
Lodge. Before the close of the meeting he returned fraternal greetings both from the English Con
and from Australia.

Stuart if yai read this, it was great to have you and we hope to see you again.

Brethren | think this shows what visiting is all about and what helps keep small lodges going, ¢
remembering if you want visitors you have to be prepared to visit also.

Our next meting will be on Wednesday 15 Novemh2017 at 7.45 p.m. This will be our A.G.M. ar
nomination of office bearers, but visitors will be made most welcome

It should be noted that PM Victor Shepherd has now transferred to Urray House Care Home, Muir 0
After time to settle in | know he would welcome visitors.

James A Taif Secretary
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Lodge Fingal No 318

After the summer recess the Lodge had its first regular meeting on Tuesday 10th OctofewRh?
there was #otal of 26Brethren present. This incladvisiting Brethren who were made most welcome.
A special welcomavasgiven to the 8bstitutePGM of Ross andCromarty,Brother Barry Whitwell.

The main business of the evenimgsa t al k on AFi r st De g rther&Rkorl'Sy mb o | i
MacKenzie PM. This was a rabexcellent presentation. It was very evident that a considerable amount

of work and research had been made into the subject matter which was received most warmly by those
present. Many points were | earnt greerg WwWirtbiagbe
On conclusion it was felt by those present that such a talk would be of great benefit to those newly
initiated into freemasonry. PM MacKenzie being thanked by the RWM.

The Lodge also had the honoee &rdtpfiuvatege O6ha
50 years in the craft), to Bileer John Alexander Thompson PM. John who is an Honorary Member of

Lodge Fingal, was initiated into Lodge Stepps N01213 on 14th January 1965, and became Master in
1970/71. John who is wellnkwn throughout the province was presented with his certificate by
Substitute Provincial Grand Master Brer Barry Whitwell. The SPGM spoke highly of John's
commitment to freemasonry and congratulated him on his achievement. This being reiterated by the
RWM.
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The Lodge was thereafter closed and the bret
har mony.

Colin Mackintosh
RWM

November meeting: 14, Will be our annual A.G.M. and nomination of Office Bearers.
December meeting: 12", To be a Mock % Degree.

Special meeting: On Saturday 30December, [note change of date from Provincial Calendar]
where it will be the Rénstallation for RWM Bro. Colin Mackintosh and Office Bearers at 6:30pm.
With the Festival of St. John, in the Logie Lounge, to fello

January meeting: 9. Hopefully to be astDegree.

As we approach the Festive Season, on behalf of the RWM and Brethren of the Lodge, may we wish
all Brethren, Wives, Partners and Families a very happy Christmas and a healthy and prosperous New
Year dead.

That's all Folks, watch this Space.

D. Gunn PM
Secretary.

The small boy turned as if to go,
Then said AThanks | ady, Il 6m gl ad
That sure did sound like an av/fight
Butyoursoidi d he come back al
A tear rolled down each faded cheek;
She shook her head, but d°

| slink away in a sort of shame

And i f you were me, youodd
For our thanks, in giving, is oft delayed,

Though air freedom was bought, and thousands paid.

And so when we see a Poppy worn,

Let us reflect on the burden borne

By those who gave their very all

When asked to answer thei
That we at home in peace might live.

Then wear a Poppy! Remembeand give.

Don Crawford
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Lodge Allan Wilson No 851

The Lodge, at the time of its Reponing, received two Past Masters Jewd&ct the first two Pas
Masters Jewels dating from 1898 and 19Bihce the Reponing Ceremony in 2008, those two je
have been used by the Immediate Past Master but the ribbons (original) were showing signs
and tear so it was decided to have them refurbished.

| took them down to Victoria regalia where Bilhtten carried out the necessary repairs. When | v
to collect them, Bill stated that he would get them out of the safe. | wondered why they were

safeij ust a couple of old PMbés jewel s. It w
in the region of £3,500 to replace each jewel. | was aniazbdd been wandering round Edinbur
with A7kds worth of |ewel in my pocket.

The jewels are now in a safe back here in Rabéie and, given that we now have a new supphy
PM6 s | e wrigihabones wilhge on display at each meeting and thereafter disappear ba
a safe again.

MEDERNITSTY (ORI

WRM - Substitute Master 851
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Lodge Seaforth 854

The Relnstallation of Brother Fred Fraser as Master of Lodge Seaforth will take place at 3.00
Saturday 9 December 201ih the Masonic Hall, Station Square, Fortrose. All are welcome to at

The Regular Meeting on Monday"fBecember will, after the business has been concluded, tak
form of a Service of Nine Lessons and Carols to which wives, family, neighbaersls, work
colleagues are all cordially invited to attend. The service will be followed by mulled wine, Chri
pies and shortbread.

This service has become something of a tradition in Lodge Seaforth and is a lovElyristmas
celebration of the Nivity to which we really welcome everyone. The Master, Brother Fraser wi
delighted to welcome Brethren from all the Lodges in the Province and indeed the neight
Provinces to this Christmas Celebration.

Officer fitness Reportsi a selection ofemarks noted on assessment refdorts

| would not breed from this Officer

His men will follow him anywhere, but only out of curiosity

He would be out of his depth in a car park puddle

He has delusions of adequacy

Since my last report he has reached rock bottom, and has started to dig
He sets low personal standards, then consistiilfyto achieve them

This man is depriving a village somewhere of an idiot

NoO o, WNRE
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Lodge AveronNo 866

Hi Brethren

Lodge Averon 866 are back at work on Oct #8th our usual business meeting and updates of things
going on and what we are planning to dis tseason.

We were very busy during the closed season with all sorts of events to raise funds for the lodge and for
our chosen local grouyghomwe supported over the last yedihe Anne Noble Highland Dance Group.

We held our final event for them withur annual charity Golf scramble on"2@ct raising £1160. This

was a fantastic day with a near full house on the golf course.

We also hosted a visit from Lodge Stormont who did us the honour of caotiagnost excellent™®
degree and some greanging after words.

We now move into our new season with"ad? our own on the 2Tand then a visit from Lodge Hozier
on Sat 29, Tyle at 3pm. All visiting brethren are most welcome.

Bro Donnie Mathieson

The Master, George Robinson, presentindp@geie to the Anne Noble Dance Group
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Lodge Ness No 888

The close seasonasuneventfu) apart from two very successful barbeques, which boosted |
funds, and gave us the opportunity to meet some of our neighbours. Our first meeting of the
was a business meeting to lay plans for the forthcoming year. Werped a second degree fi
Brother James Morton at the next meeting, which went very well, and we had a surprisingl;
turnout. Brother James is the son of our Chief Steward, Brother Sam Morton We intend tc
MM Degree on Tuesday T4November, bpefully with some of the younger lodge membe
participating in the floorwork. All are invited

On the horizon (12December), | will be standing down, and we are installing Brother James (
into the chair of King Solomon, with Brother George Robm®f Lodge Averon leading thi
installation team. Jimmy took 36 years to progress from Entered Apprentice to Fellowcraft,
has risen rapidly through the ranks since
the Brother with the dx of sweeties, which he hands out at every meeting he goes to. Jim
universally liked, and everyone | have spoken to is delighted that he is going into the chail
would ask that you put that date in your diaries.

Derek Rodway
RWM Lodge Ness &8

Blast from the Pasti November 2007

| received the following article from PM Roy Maclver who brought it home with him from Newfoundland
should teach every one of us a salutary lesson as taveltaye in the Craft

A salesman breaks down in a remote country lane. A farmer in the adjacent park comes over and they

that they are ABrotherso. The salesman is conc
worrybohgayar mer , ffyou can use my <car, I owi ||
appoint mento. Of f goes the salesman and a cou

a part that wondthgar Mmilveéd sumtoit|! at lpe ohdremm, 0 say
your first appointment tomorrow, stay with wus
wife prepares a wonderful meal and they share a glass of fine simjt during an excellent evening. Ti
salesman sleeps soundly and when he awakes his car is repaired and ready to go. After a full brea
salesman thanks them both for their hospitald@
Brother, thank you so much butdusta s k, di d you help me because |
hel ped you because | am a Mason. 0
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LODGE KYLE No 1117

We will be holding our Installation Meeting on 11 December 2017 at-8fdhWelcome (Date to be
confirmed at Nov Meetingsee Website atww.lodgekyle.co.uKor latest news), BraRob Wilson
will be Relnstalled into the Chair. His first year as RWM has been superb and we look forw
2018 with renewed vigour.

Using Facebook for Social Media

Facebook was made for Freemasonry. It is FREE and is an easy to use method bgatiieg like
minded people for discussion or propagating the wholesome message of Freemasonry.
You can go one of two ways: a) Private Group or b) Public.

The Classifications are sadiplanatory but require a little clarification.

PRIVATE GROUP: First amdministrator who is already a member of Facebook needs to be ¢
and it is he who sets up the GROUP. Here is the proceddijdzind "Add Group" From your "homg
page" on Facebook go to the Groups section on the left side menu & find "Add Gro@htk2
"Create New Group" 3) Name Your Group 4) Add Members. 5) Choose Privacy Setting (Privé
Click Create. 7) Choose an Icon. 8) Fill in the "About" Section. Once you have completed th
anyone you deem fit to join apply for membership by atiglon the Group Name or by being invité
by the Administrator or "Admin". New "Admins" can be designated if the old Admin retires.

PUBLIC: This needs no set up ... you simply post your Masonic activities (within the rul
Freemasonry) for all your £hds and any interested parties to see on your regular timeline or "
The two methods serve useful purposes: Private allows for the whole group to share inform
which normasons should not be privy. On the other hand, spreading the benEfiggwfasonrjor
garnering New Members really needs to be operated at the Public level.

The downside of setting up Groups witilly is splintering ... that is having too many groups all w
their own agendas. P o hichgroup tajbin anjeimmbukiplegroubh®amdg
fed up with the constant interruptions on their timeline.
Or the opposite: one group for the whole of the UK, where the needs of the many can outwe
needs of the few.

As with most things in life, aappy medium should be the goal. In Scotland for (a good) examp
already have the group "Highland Masonic News" with 1250 regular members. This is a PR
or CLOSED Group.

For a regular public poster on Facebook you could try the inimitable Ra8tmli@o, A Chilean
Freemason who currently lives in Lima, Pelde posts regularly and takes a modern approac
Freemasonry.

I hope this article raises more questions than it ansvgersh is the consequence of our technolo
laden, modern world.

Ronnie Miller, PM
Secretary
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LODGE ROSEHAUGH No 1216

The Lodge restarted after the summer recess in October with our AGM and the nominations @
Bearers. Not too good an attendance but it turned out to be a conetrmetting with some positivi
outlook for the coming session.

It was also confirmed that Grand Lodge will be in attendance forcemtenarycelebration on
Saturday Z May 2020.

Our November meeting will be held on Friddyovember with an earlier start of 7.30pm. This w
be a shd business meeting along with an Obituary for Bro John Patience PM Lodge Roseha
1216. Thereafter PGL Of Ross and Cromarty will hold their Quarterly Communication. We tru
will be an interesting evening for all Brethren.

Our Installation meetig will be held on ¥ December with Bro Gary Munro WSW taking over
RWM. Trust we can have a good turnout of
masonic career.

This will take us into 2018 and our January meeting is scheduled as norrsatcémd Friday of
month being tha 2".

Keith Patience , PM

Summary of Remaining Installations in the Province

6th November Lodge St Duthus Tain
21*November Lodge St Martin Ullapool

15t December Lodge Fortrose Stornoway
15t December Lodge Rosehaugh Avoch

9" December Lodge Seaforth Fortrose
11" December Lodge Kyle Kyle of Lochalsh
12" December Lodge Ness Invergordon
16" December Lodge Averon Alness

20" December Robertsonds L Crdmgaey
30" December Lodge Fingal Dingwall
12" June 2018 Lodge Allan Wilson Fortrose
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Lodge St Martin 1217

TheBrethren of the Lodge are back furalsing on Friday '8 November when they will be sellin
mulled wine at the Ullapool village bonfire, hopefully the forecast wilgbed (cold) to assis
salesl!!

The lodge will be holding its restallation Meeting on Tuesday Z1November 2017 with the
Lodge tyling at 19.30hrs for general business and the installation starting at 2@Pasétivkaster
Mike Turner will be the Insting Master for the ceremonial with the reigning Master Bro Mi
Peterson taking the Chair for his second term.

The brethren will be back fuaghising on Wednesday 2@ecember when the brethren will &
involved with the Ullapool Santa Float, with allqgeeds going back to the children of the villa
and surrounding areas.

Charles MacAulayPM
Secretary
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